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From the Head Teacher
Dear Parents/Carers,
When I was appointed as Flint High School’s
headteacher I spent a long time assessing where we
were as a school and where we need to go next.  From
this Flint High School’s new vision was created.  Our
new vision that every pupil is given every opportunity
to flourish, no matter what their starting point or what
their interests are.  Our aim is for every child to head
into the world confident and ready to contribute to
their community.  Our new motto was also created,
‘Learning to excel.’ A motto that challenges our pupils
to take an active role in their education and to take
responsibility for it.
We are now one complete term into the school’s new
direction and from reading the newsletter you can
already see all the fantastic opportunities that your
children are able to have with us at Flint High School.
There are also so many exciting things planned for the
rest of the year and I cannot wait to share them with
you all.
Diolch
C Millington
Headteacher

Book Advent Calendar Sweeps the
Nation!

An online advent calendar which was the brainchild of
Mrs Paulson, English teacher and literary coordinator,
was shared nationwide before the Christmas break.
The video which shone a light on brilliant books and
writers received an amazing reaction and served to
further develop students’ love of reading.
Linking up with children’s author, Lucy Strange, Mrs
Paulson reached out to authors asking them to send a
video talking about their books and wishing people a
Merry Christmas.
Mrs Paulson said: “I wanted to make the reading
advent calendar I did last year bigger and better this
year, as well as it being a way of making students and
parents aware of some of the brilliant writers out there
who they may not have heard of.  I wanted to inspire
and help them to find the perfect book to gift this
Christmas. People can also order any of the books into
their local library too.
“When I contacted Lucy to see what she thought of the
idea, she loved it, but it was extremely hard to narrow
down the writers to approach as we both love so
many!  Lucy kindly made contact with the writers on
behalf of us both and we received a hugely positive
response.”



Christmas Appeal Results in
Thousands of Donations  for Local
Families

An overwhelming response to our Christmas appeal in
support of local families, and the festive fundraiser
raised a significant amount of vital cash for our local
charity.
In just three weeks, staff, students and their families
donated thousands of food items towards a foodbank,
with additional wrapped Christmas gifts from staff for
local families.
Val Hands, education welfare officer, coordinated the
foodbank and Christmas gift appeals, in conjunction
with the charity, St Vincent de Paul, part of the Catholic
church who have supported students and families for
over 15 years.
Mrs Hands drew up a list of families from the local
community and staff bought and wrapped gifts ready
to deliver.  Some staff also gave cash donations which
were used to purchase Farmfoods vouchers ensuring
that leading up to Christmas every family had gifts,
food hampers and vouchers to support them over the
festive period.
Mrs Chatfield, head of year 10, supported Mrs Hands
with the appeals.  She said: “We have been
overwhelmed by the generosity of our students,
their families and the staff at Flint High School and
wish to thank everyone who kindly donated to our
appeals this Christmas.  We were inundated with a
huge variety of items, from dried and tinned foods to
chocolates and toiletries, and the number of Christmas
gifts bought by staff was incredible.
“Knowing that all of these donations went out to help
make a difference to many families here in Flint this
Christmas, especially in these difficult times with the
cost of living crisis, makes it so rewarding for us all.”
On the last day of term, there was the annual
Christmas in a Day event with a host of activities for
students and staff to participate in.
Mrs Jamieson, said: “Our Christmas in a day event is a
lovely way to end the year as we celebrate successes of
the first term. It is also a time for the young people to
come together through different activities, have a bit
of fun, and experience a real sense of community.”

In total, 25 authors contributed to the video, including
SF Said with his new book,‘Tyger’,  which has just been
awarded Foyles Children's Book of the Year, and Emma
Carroll who talks about her latest book ‘The Little
Matchgirl Strikes Back’.   However, as Lucy Strange
explains in her introductory clip, the featured authors
are just the tip of the iceberg, there are so many
brilliant children’s authors to be discovered!
Students watched a video daily in English lessons, and
teachers and authors shared the link with other
schools nationally via social media.
Mrs Paulson added: “We are so pleased with the
positive response to the video so far, and the students
have loved seeing the reading advent calendar in a
different format this year.
“The books, along with many others, were available to
buy, and some of them to win, at the pop up Christmas
book shop we held in school last week for students,
staff, parents and carers in conjunction with The
Bookshop, Mold.  Many of the books have also been
added to our school library for students to enjoy.
“I would like to thank Lucy for her wonderful
enthusiasm and help with getting this project off the
ground, and a huge thanks to Mr Guntrip for his time
and technical expertise to pull it together, upload the
video to our school YouTube page, and make it a
reality.
“We are all committed to developing reading for
pleasure at the school and this concept is working well
in generating lots of interesting ‘book talk’ among
students.”
Link to the video here:

https://youtu.be/j8nQHnb2_6U


Aspiring Medics Attend Hospital
Training Centre for Career Insight
Ten year 10 students, along with students from two
other Flintshire schools, spent a morning at the
Wrexham Maelor Hospital’s training facility for the
Future Doctor’s Event which was organised in
conjunction with Cardiff University, designed to give
them an insight into the world of medicine.
The schedule began with two doctors talking about
their life working as a doctor and the reason they
chose to become a doctor, followed by a medical
student who spoke about their experience as a
medical student and what led them to choose to study
medicine.

Representatives from Cardiff University talked about
the process of getting into medical school and the
necessary requirements. The clinical skills workshops
gave students the chance to practise their clinical skills
on lifelike manikins.
At the end of a packed schedule, everyone involved in
the event held a question and answer session for
students to learn more about different careers within
the field of medicine.
Liam Bradley found the event to be’ inspirational’ and
‘eye-opening’.  He said: “It gave me a real-life insight
into life as a doctor. The event has inspired me to study
medicine in the future. Learning how to properly
unblock airways using correct instruments was a really
fun and interesting activity.”
Mrs Kearns, accompanied the students to the event.
She said: ”One of our current priorities in science is to
raise aspirations and engage students in considering
further education and future careers in science.  So,
when I received an email from Careers Wales regarding
this event, I immediately booked as it was such an
invaluable, hands on opportunity for students,
bringing science to life through real life learning
experiences while promoting science based careers.
Having students speak to and work with current health
professionals was an experience we cannot provide in
the classroom; it really was valuable time spent for our
students. I have received so much positive feedback
from them, it was brilliant.”

Talented Students Experience
University Style Tutorials with
Sustainability Expert

A group of talented students gained an insight into
university learning when they took part in a series of
online tutorials with a PhD student from Germany.
Students from years 9 and 10, who are within the top
5% of all learners, were selected to participate in the
Seren Award event, accessing three online tutorial
sessions over three days with Sami Asad, a PhD
student from Freie University Berlin, Germany.
The Seren Award is an online tutoring programme
delivered to the most able learners across Wales. It is
designed to help the transition into Key Stage 5 study
and enable students to develop both university and
subject specific knowledge, as well as academic skills.
During the interactive tutorials, Sami spoke to students
about his experiences of studying wildlife and tropical
forests around the world, helping students to gain a
deeper appreciation of tropical forests and
sustainability.
Following on from the tutorials, students have been
working on a 1000-1500 word assignment that must
be submitted online by 23rd December.  Sami has
been on hand to support students with any questions
prior to submission, and will grade each assignment
against university standards, awarding a university
grade, i.e. a 1st, 2:1, etc.
Mr Goodall, deputy headteacher, arranged for the
Seren Award event to take place.  He said: “I am
extremely proud of how our students approached the
challenge of thinking like a degree level student. I
hope that the experience supports each student to
hold the highest of aspirations for themselves and
helps them to learn to excel.
“We can see how beneficial and successful interactive
sessions such as these are for our students and, on the
back of Sami’s tutorials, I am working with our core
subjects of English, Maths and Science to hold more
masterclass sessions in the future.”



History Detectives Delight!
A new extra-curricular club ‘The History Detectives of
Flint High School’ have had a very busy start!
In the sessions that take place after school on a
Wednesday, 15:10 until 15:45, they have tackled the
Celts and the Romans using research skills to find out
about Wales over 1000 years ago. Following this,
students created their own Roman shields.

Additionally, students researched Victorian Christmas
traditions looking at the ‘new’ Christmas tree trend
that had real candles on them and the decorations
they used to adorn their trees and homes. Students
developed their own miniature Christmas tree books
which they were able to take home to share with their
families.

Science Sets Sights to The Stars!
Key Stage 3 students have been engaged in a fantastic
project this half-term investigating a rocket ship
mission to Mars!
This has involved students creating video logs
documenting their plans, analysing ‘Why Rockets are
White?’ and designing their own Mars Lander within a
strict budget!

AI Webinar Boosts Digital Leaders’
Skills in STEM
Digital Leader students recently participated in an
exciting opportunity to develop their technical skills
and learn about careers in the flourishing Artificial
Intelligence industry. The webinar which took place
after school was provided by The Brilliant Club in
partnership with DeepMind.

The aims of the webinar were primarily to help
develop the next generation of AI creators, support AI
literacy in young people, and address the critical
school-level barriers leading to underrepresentation in
AI that include, according to research quoted by
DeepMind, 38% of schools do not offer GCSE computer
science at all.
During the webinar, students learned more about
what constitutes artificial intelligence and listened to
industry experts talk about the many ways that AI is
transforming and benefiting society, from disease
diagnosis to enhanced automation and so much more,
highlighting the huge range of career options that are
available now, and in the future.
Mr Guntrip, curriculum leader ICT, organised the
webinar for the Digital Leaders and added an
interactive element to the session at key points.  When
certain technologies, such as chatbots, were
mentioned, he had pre-loaded these onto the
students’ computers so that they could immediately
investigate them.
A useful question and answer session enabling
students to speak directly to the experts was also held
at the start and end of the webinar.
Mr Guntrip said: “When we received an email about
the webinar, we were immediately attracted by the
headline that it would supply students with
information on how to enter careers in artificial
intelligence.
“Our students were captivated as the industry experts
explained their pathways into their chosen careers.
The feedback from them has been great; they really
enjoyed the session and said that it had opened their
eyes to the multitude of careers available.  I’d like to
thank The Brilliant Club for putting on this session that
was extremely motivational for our students.”

https://twitter.com/fhssciencedept/status/1613621826948562944?s=20&t=XEotdoVeUkEC6nk-GK-z6w


Expressive Arts Students Delight
Residents of Local Care Homes

In a welcome return to an annual tradition, expressive
arts students from all year groups brought Christmas
cheer to local care homes this December performing a
set of Christmas Carols to residents.

Organised by Mrs Lister, Head of Expressive Arts, it was
an incredibly warming experience with students really
appreciating being able to visit people from their local
communities and perform! Da Iawn!

Students Gain Employment
Insight from Airbus
On Tuesday 24th January, Catherine Hill from Airbus
Broughton and Kayleigh Brummell from Careers Wales
visited Year 11, Equality and Diversity and Work
Related students. Catherine talked about her
experience at Airbus and the equality and diversity in
the workplace.

She also spoke about the apprentice schemes at Airbus
and the recruitment process, training and promotion
activities. Catherine explained the benefit to the
organisation of having a diverse workplace and talked
students through HR processes. Students felt that they
had learnt a lot from someone who was seen to be
from a male dominated workplace. Catherine gave all
students a pen, key-ring and Airbus Beluga pin badge.

6th Form Mentors Support
Students with Maths

A fantastic new initiative launched by Ms Smethurst,
Numeracy Co-ordinator is now underway with year 7
students being supported in developing their
numeracy skills by year 12, 6th form buddy. Students
and their parents attended a workshop in January
where students were introduced to their 6th form
buddy and details of the programme were shared. All
students involved have responded really well to the
initiative and we are excited to see how the cross year
friendships develop!

Eco-Club
Eco-Club would like to say a big thank you to Ryan
Holden, year 9, who very kindly donated his bug hotel
that he made in Design and Technology to the eco
garden! Eco-club continue to work extremely hard on
this space in school and are making great progress in
developing their greenhouse made of used plastic
bottles.

Additionally, eco-club
undertook a brilliant
project before
Christmas developing
sustainable Christmas
cards that they shared
with friends and family
members.



Sensational Science!
It has been another fantastic half-term from the
Science Department recognising fantastic efforts from
students in their learning and exploring brilliant new
lines of investigation with the Science Squad.

Students in year 10 above, can be seen dissecting a
cow’s heart to gain an understanding of the human
circulatory system as well as looking at undertaking
experiments with different elements.

English Excellence
The English Department have had a very busy start to
the New Year with a range of engaging projects being
undertaken by Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 students.
Year 8 have been busy researching Chinese New Year
and what it means for it to be the ‘Year of the Rabbit’.

Year 7 have been discussing the poem ‘Life Doesn’t
Frighten Me’ and Year 9 have used Newspaper cuttings
to create a Dystopian collage, which lead to some
excellent debate on whether ‘we live in a Dystopian
society’.

We Will Rock You!
It really is not long at all now until the school’s fantastic
production of Ben Elton’s, ‘We Will Rock You!’. Students
and staff have been rehearsing relentlessly to get
ready for the opening night on the 13th February.
Tickets can be ordered at student services, but please
be quick as very soon there will be none left!
For a sneak peak on what the cast have been getting
up to, click the Twitter logo below!

Rockin’ Rollin’ Robin Hood Panto’

In November, the Expressive Arts team were delighted
to reward students from Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4
with a trip to Theatre Clwyd to watch the acclaimed
Robin Hood pantomime. Students laughed and sang
throughout marvelling at the quality of the
production.

Homework Hero Wins a
Chromebook!

A huge congratulations to year 7
student, Baden Roberts who was
lucky enough to win a
Chromebook as a reward for his
excellent homework!
Ms Harbour, who is responsible
for  rewards in school has been
giving out multiple prizes lately
recognising the fantastic efforts
of our students. Remember,
you’ve got to be in it, to win it!

Science Squad
students have been
investigating different
organs which lead to
them dissecting rats.
Not for the squeamish!

https://twitter.com/FHSEXPRESSIVE/status/1619630066920747008?s=20&t=jVADzpW3HlpRQ8seC5DTyw








PE Update
Badminton
In December, the badminton team took part in the Top
Schools competition for North Wales. This featured
some outstanding players including a player on the
cusp of the international squad! Our pupils showed
fantastic determination and resolve in all of their
matches and kept smiles on their faces throughout!

Cross Country
Congratulations to Abi and Katie Doherty who
represented Flintshire Schools in the North East Wales
Cross Country Championships in December! Abi came
second in the middle girls and Katie came first in the
lower junior girls! Well done both on an outstanding
achievement.

Football
The Year 7 football team took on Connahs Quay in
December running out with a 7-1 victory! The squad
featuring 23 players, showed a great team spirit,
working hard for one another and supporting each
other both on and off the pitch. A very talented
footballing year group!

Netball
Two successful friendly matches were held recently
against Ysgol Argoed.

The team displayed excellent passes of play down
court. They were eager for the ball and used space on
court well which led to a 4-3 win! Shout out to Nancy
for POM (player of the match) and Kacey-Leigh on her
first game as captain.

 It was an end to end match resulting in a 4-4
draw. Shout out to Darcy for POM (player of the match)
and successful captaincy.
Both teams represented the
school positively, displaying impeccable
sportsmanship.

Ellen Wins North Wales Young
Volunteer of the Year

Year 7 played their first competitive
match and did so with umph! LLS
students Kea Jones and Megan Pearson
have been coaching the girls over the
past half term and trained them to a
good standard.

Year 8/9 came out with aggression
and drive, once they settled into the
match and found their feet the girls
were able to make plenty of
successful intercepts, reduce their
unforced errors and have multiple
opportunities at post.

The PE Department are
extremely proud of year 11
GCSE PE student, Ellen Thomas
who was recently crowned
‘North Wales Young Volunteer
of the Year’ at an award
ceremony this January.
Ellen who volunteers at the
Delyn Gymnastics club is a
valuable member of their team,
selflessly giving up lots of her
time to support in developing
young people’s love for
Gymnastics in Flintshire.
This is a tremendous accolade
that demonstrates both Ellen’s
values as a person and her
work ethic. Adderchog, Ellen!

@FHSPhysEd

https://twitter.com/FHSPhysEd

